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tower knowledge rm/ see things but without the perspec-
^"ve of originality- This is what is meant by saying that the
truths of Saiva Siddhanta are dark to certain religions* These
religions are considered outer for this reason. Conversely those
religions whose perspectives are clear* as judged by Saiva
Siddhanta, are termed inner for this very reason- Thus we find
that Saiva Siddhanta has affinity with the inner groups.

It is necessary to remember here that the terms 'outer'
and 'inner' faiths do not signify doctrinal position but they
signify the revelatory nature of religious faiths. We must
know the nature of accomplished character of Saiva Siddhanta
which is indicated by the term Siddhdnt^.- It follows from
acceptance of the criterion of true and authentic revelation.
The   reliable   testimoney  par excellence is   Siddhanta
(^aivagamas) The other doctrines in relation to this, are
only prima facie views {purva paksa,)13 Saiva Siddhanta
accepts the general revelation of the Vedas and the specific
revelation of the Agairas and harmonizes the contents of
the two on the b^sis of the criterion of personal experience
illumined by the descent of grace [Scikdmpata}.141 This factor
is also responsible for making Siddhanta a foKh that shapes
itself through enquiry.

Saiva Siddhanta adopts a praman^ for pramanas^ The
system takes atrr\a cit ^akti ffhe soui's intelligence - energy)
as praman^ whereas in the Nyaya Vaije^ika and other
systems, perception, inference and testimony are mentioned
as prama^as even though they are only vycsnjakas fj.e.,
manifestors of knowledge.) The reason for this deviation is
to be found in the fact that what is pramana should not
become prameya. Otherwise the original pramana becomes
Prameya^ itmaciis^kti can never be prameya. whereas per-
ception, anumdna and authoritative sayings are all prameya.
So what is pramana for Saiva Siddhanta is the pramana even
of the Prama^-as jn the other systems. If perception etc. are
referred to as pramanas in Saiva Siddhanta works/ it is only